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New Year’s Greetings from Soke Mabuni Kenyu ’% . “O‘ i\ fﬁ
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| would like to extend my hearty greetings to all of you at the beginning of the New Year 2022. v M o
The coronavirus catastrophe continued to challenge us last year and many events and meets were Iz T o
affected or cancelled. The Olympic Games were successfully held behind closed doors under the ? 5
circumstances, and the memories of the Games are still fresh in our minds. ) ok
It is evident that the Karate community embarked on a new chapter by successfully organizing the g_ B
sport in the Olympic arena. We were extremely delighted at the victories of Shimizu Kiyou, who won o W

the silver medal, and our fellow Shito-kai members from Kazakhstan and China, who also earned
medals.

A promising light to contain the pandemic is yet to be seen, but a variety of events have started to
move forward slowly, with anti-COVID-19 measures in place. Just like the year before, we found it
quite difficult to hold championships and events as planned, and even to continue our daily training.
Now prospects for resuming training sessions and meets are getting better little by little. As the new
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year starts, | genuinely feel a soothing sense of relief to find myself enjoying more ordinary life and ¥ Lo
the pleasure of practicing Karate. | can hardly wait for regional and national meets scheduled this g 7;‘; }/If/
year.

We survived many different types of disasters so far, and managed to go on by helping and & - i\
supporting each other in the face of hardship. There was a time when people began to jump at g ;) O
shadows as we fought against the elusive and transnational coronavirus. After these complications, | . D
am filled with a feeling of gratitude as | recognize a positive sign, gradual recovery of our normal life, E F C\
and the privilege of practicing karate. X D)

| appreciate the value of our partnership with Shito-ryu Karatedo affiliates and also with the entire ¥ 7=
community of Karate lovers, and look forward to working together in the year ahead. | wish all the 9 NG
members of Shito-kai the best of health and happiness, and good luck in the upcoming competitions. ° < A

B2A4AEFEEELAFERR—LAN—Y  http://www.karatedo.co.jp/shitokai/
Wit 5 R FEESE (WSKF) ih— LAX—Y http://www.karatedo.co.jp/shitokai/wskf/
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New Year’s Greetings from President Genzo Ilwata

| earnestly hope that this year will be blessed with good
fortune.

The coronavirus catastrophe has extended about two
years now and continues to impose a lot of restrictions
on the activities of Shito-kai including our daily training,
and we could not organize the All Japan Shito-kai
Karatedo Championships planned in September
following the previous year.

Under such adverse conditions, Shimizu Kiyou of
Shito-kai shone out to win the silver medal at the long-
awaited Olympic Games in Tokyo and lifted up our
spirits.

The pandemic wave mercifully subsided in October,
and we were able to hold instructor training, and
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qualification and promotion sessions for higher Dan
and titles.

Regional meets were also organized, and | believe
many members felt sensations of tension and exaltation
to fight again after a long hiatus.

We would like to plan and implement a broader
spectrum of activities for Shito-kai this year in
collaboration with the members, adopting thorough
measures to prevent infection.

As the new year begins, | expect every one of you to
put in greater effort on your own personal goals.

Let me extend my very best wishes for your happiness
and good health in the new year.
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