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New Year’s Greetings from Soke Kenyu Mabuni

I would like to offer my cordial greetings at the beginning of the New Year 2025.

Last year was a quite exciting year with a variety of competitions organized as was the case before the COVID19 pandemic, and increasing number of
new meets introduced. Karate was not included in the Olympic Games in Paris unfortunately. However, the Games provided a glorious stage for each
sport, and we shared a lot of moving moments. I believe karate is adequately qualified for Olympic sports in terms of population of competitors and
popularity, nonetheless, further efforts are needed. I was also excited to watch the performance of Ohtani in the U.S. Major League Baseball on TV for
the first time in a while. It is one thing to focus on the result of a game, but Ohtani in action seemed to enjoy playing baseball innocently just like a little
boy. Karate and baseball are quite different type of sports, but it reminded me of things I had forgotten about myself, such as the efforts to get ready for
a match, the spirit of fighting against pressures to concentrate on the sport, and the mental toughness to fully demonstrate my abilities in action.

Karate is a martial art which requires training and discipline to perform Waza in a mortal combat. Today, what we pursue is Karatedo, which upholds
the spirit of Budo and requires honing one’s skills and yet controlling the deadly techniques. And now competitive matches are organized under certain
rules to determine who wins and who loses. What is expected may differ from time to time, but I believe that “Kunshi-no-Ken” (fists of man of virtue)”
is the universal theme. The mission of us involved in Karatedo is not to obsess about winning a match, but to pursue how we can perform our best
Waza, for which we have been training in Dojos. As we anticipate many events and competitions to be organized in various places throughout the year, I
commit myself to the mission of pursuing and evangelizing “Kunshi-no-Ken”.

Along with a wide variety of events and meets in this year, we will also work on preparations for the next Shitoryu Karatedo World Championships
slated in 2026. I wish for further development of Shito-kai with your continued support, and your happiness and good health in the new year.

BEHAZEFEERARARAR—LRN—Y  shitokai.com
B FRARREFEER(WSKF) k—L~X—Y  shitokai.com/english
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New Year’s Greeting from President Genzo Iwata

I wish you a Happy New Year 2025.

Last year, your valuable cooperation enabled us to successfully organize and operate many Shito-
kai events, including prefectural tournaments, regional meets, athlete development programs, referee
workshops, and instructor training sessions. I would like to express my appreciation once again for your
support in organizing the 64th All Japan Shito-kai National Championships held in Tokyo for the first
time in five years, with a lot of competitors participated despite the extensive impact of the typhoon on
the transportation systems. I also would like to thank all the referees, officials, and staff members for
their cooperation in making the event a success.

At the 16th Asia Pacific Shitoryu Karatedo Championships held in Singapore in December, the
Japanese participants performed excellently. I was very proud to hear from people representing other
countries that the Japanese competitors voluntarily cleaned up the trash at the venue after the event.

Plenty of events are planned for this year, and I sincerely hope that all of us will work together as one
team just like we did last year.

I expect that all the members would try their best to take on their new challenges.
May the year of 2025 bring you a lot of happiness and prosperity.
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