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New Year’s Greetings from Soke Kenyu Mabuni

I express my heartfelt greetings as we embark on the New Year 2026.

The WSKF World Championships will be held in Yokohama in September this year. Fans of Shitoryu Karate will visit
Japan from around the world, and enjoy reunions with old friends, hone their Karate skills, and relish the event. Last
year, I heard a lot of voices expressing intent to participate in this year’s World Championships at seminars and meets
overseas. [ am also filled with anticipation.

I assume the Japanese side, hosting the visitors from all over the world, will face various challenges. I would like
to ask for kind cooperations from Japanese members so that we can work together as one team to offer excellent
hospitality.

Karate is a martial art, and it also possesses another aspect of Karatedo, which is underpinned by the spirit of Budo,
requires to hone oneself, and contains techniques that must be controlled in life-or-death situations.

Nowadays, competitive matches are organized under certain rules to determine victory or defeat. What is demanded
may change with the times, but I believe “Kunshi-no-Ken” (fists of man of virtue) remains the universal theme for
those walking the path of Karatedo. Let us try to exchange Waza honed through training and enjoy matches.

Whether at the level of World championships or local tournaments, I believe the mission of us involved in Karatedo is
to pursue how to best perform, or how to be able to perform, the Waza we have trained in Dojos. As a variety of events
and competitions will be held in many locations this year, I expect all members will fully enjoy the opportunities to
compete.

The WSKF World Championships will be organized alongside the various events and meets, and I anticipate that
members will be requested to support a wide range of activities throughout this year. Your continued cooperation is
greatly appreciated.

I conclude my greetings with wishes for continued development of Shitokai and for well-being of all members.

BEHAZEFEERARARAR—LRN—Y  shitokai.com
B FRARREFEER(WSKF) k—L~X—Y  shitokai.com/english
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New Year’s Greeting from President Genzo Iwata

I would like to wish you a very happy New Year 2026.

To all the members across the nation, I extend my sincere appreciation for your understanding and
cooperation with the activities of Shitokai through last year. Approximately 7,000 members in Japan
diligently train their minds and bodies and hone their skills in their respective communities, contributing
significantly to the promotion and development of Shitoryu Karatedo. I express my deepest gratitude to
all of you.

This year, 2026, marks a major milestone for Shitokai.

In September, the “11th Shito-ryu World Championships” will be held in Yokohama City, bringing together
many fellow practitioners from countries around the world. We want to welcome global Shitoryu brothers
and sisters by offering a valuable opportunity to share a heart-to-heart connection, compete in Waza, and
deepen friendships, so that all who come may feel, “I am glad I took part in this Championships.”

The Championship is not merely a competitive event, but also a platform to communicate globally the
philosophy of Shitoryu - “Mastery over Letters and Arms” and “Kunshi-no-Ken” (fists of man of virtue),
and to pass on our spirit to the younger generation who will lead the next era.

We sincerely ask each and every member to join forces from their respective positions to ensure the
success of this historic event. Moving forward, as Shitokai that preserves traditions and shapes the future,
we will promote practice of Karatedo and character development, both domestically and internationally,
with pride, grounded in the spirit of decorum, effort, and self-discipline.

I cordially wish that the new year brings good health and great strides forward to all of you. We look
forward to working with you all.

January 1, 2026
Iwata Genzo :President All Japan Karate Federation Shitokai General Incorporated Association
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